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•  	  
A	  physicist	  examines	  the	  Kennedy	  assassinaMon	  film	  	  
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•  Show	  Abstract	  
•  The	  moMon	  picture	  film	  of	  the	  Kennedy	  assassinaMon	  taken	  by	  Abraham	  

Zapruder	  was	  one	  of	  the	  most	  important	  exhibits	  examined	  by	  the	  Warren	  
Commission.	  The	  author	  uses	  the	  tools	  of	  the	  physicist	  to	  draw	  some	  
conclusions	  that	  escaped	  the	  noMce	  of	  the	  Commission	  and	  its	  expert	  FBI	  
photointerpreters.	  Among	  the	  subjects	  treated	  are	  (1)	  the	  Mming	  of	  the	  gun	  
shots,	  (2)	  a	  theoreMcal	  and	  experimental	  invesMgaMon	  of	  the	  ’’backward	  
snap’’	  of	  the	  President’s	  head	  immediately	  aeer	  he	  was	  killed—yielding	  the	  
surprising	  result	  that	  it	  was	  consistent	  with	  a	  shot	  fired	  from	  the	  rear,	  (3)	  the	  
speed	  at	  which	  the	  camera	  was	  running,	  and	  (4)	  a	  previously	  undetected	  
deceleraMon	  of	  the	  President’s	  automobile	  just	  before	  the	  final	  shot.	  The	  
emphasis	  throughout	  is	  not	  on	  the	  assassinaMon	  but	  rather	  on	  the	  
applicaMon	  of	  elementary	  physics	  principles	  to	  the	  soluMon	  of	  pracMcal	  
problems.	  


